
 Do I have parenthesis (  ) on one 

or both sides of the equals 

(wall)? 

YES 

YES NO 

NO 

NO YES 

Do I have all my letters on one side 

and numbers on the other side of the 

equals (wall)? 

Do I have terms I can combine 

on one or both sides of the 

equals (wall)? 

Multiply the number and/or letter on the outside of 
the parenthesis by each number and/or letter on the 

inside of the parenthesis!                   
~ Same Signs = Positive 

         ~ Different Signs = Negative 

Draw boxes around the letters and circles around the numbers, 
then combine the like terms (shapes) 

 ~ Same Signs = Add and keep the sign                                                      
~ Different Signs = Subtract and keep the sign of the larger number 

1-Move the letter with its coefficient (number attached to the letter) to the 
left side of the equals (wall) if it is not there already by using its opposite sign 
to cancel on one side                                                                                           
2-Move the number to the right side of the equals (wall) if it is not there 
already by using its opposite sign to cancel on one side                                                                                             
*Don't forget that you MUST do the same thing on each side of the wall!!! 

1- Combine the letters on the left side of the equals (wall) 
2- Combine the numbers on the right side of the equals (wall) 

FOR BOTH: 
~ Same Signs = Add and keep the sign 

~ Different Signs = Subtract and keep the sign of the larger number 
 

Divide both sides of the equal (wall) by the sign and the number in front of the letter 
~ Same Signs = Positive         ~ Different Signs = Negative 

 

Letter = Number 


